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FROM YOUR LOCAL COLLEGEWARD LIB DEM TEAM:
Cllr. Julie Morris, Cllr. David Gulland, HelenMa!uire, Ja"es La#ren$e, Alison %ell&

Liberal Democrat councillors have suggested that Epsom & Ewell Borough Council
delay the publication of the next phase of its Local Plan from the current date of
early February, so as to incorporate potential changes to the housing targets and

Green Belt development strategy suggested by national government!
The government announced just before Christmas that it would be consulting on possible changes
to its Levelling-Up and Regeneration Bill (www.gov.uk/government/consult�t�ons/levell�ng�u���n��
regener�t�on���ll�re�orms�to�n�t�on�l��l�nn�ng��ol�c�). The most significant suggestion for Epsom &
Ewell is a proposal that it will not be necessary to use Green Belt land if it's the only way a
borough can meet its housing targets.

“The original timetable for the draft Local Plan to go out to public consultation from early in
February could well stand if it can be tweaked in accordance with the government’s suggested
changes,” says Cllr "ulie #orris! "But it might be better to delay a month until the consultation
has ended so that the council can properly consider making appropriate and considered changes
before it goes online for public consultation.”

"ulie is a member of the borough council’s Planning
Policy committee and has previously been critical of
Epsom & Ewell council’s slow progress towards the
production of a Local Plan.

“We hope a delay won’t be necessary but pausing for a
few weeks could potentially save months of extra work
in 2023“ says Cllr #orris. “It could also make our Plan
more robust and compliant with the reforms
government is now suggesting, whilst also being more
in tune with local opinion.”

GOVERNMENT DITHERS OVER
FUTURE OF GREEN BELT

…AND PLUNGES COUNCILS INTO UNCERTAINTY
ABOUT THEIR LOCAL PLANS
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Councillor David Gulland
is pressing the council to
act against developers
who fail to provide
replacement trees, even
after a .ree *eplacement
/otice (TRF) has been
issued.
The council’s response
was that they aren’t
obliged to keep a record
of TRFs issued, so there is
no record of how many
have been served.
Boreover, they don’t have
suGcient manpower to
monitor TRF compliance
so have to rely on
voluntary compliance or
on local residents telling
them when TRFs haven’t
been observed.
“This is extraordinary,”
said David. “Fo wonder
we have had several
instances recently where
replacement tree planting
hasn’t taken place despite
a TRF being issued.”

+EW, I+ BRIEF

0 C*E#0.1*23# F1* EP+1#4
Residents’ Association councillors decided to discuss an “income
generating opportunity” in private at a recent council meeting
despite opposition from Lib Dem and Labour councillors. This
meant that all public and press would be excluded from hearing
any details. However, before they were excluded, one RA
councillor let the cat out of the bag that the “opportunity” was for
a crematorium!
It seems that the RA council prefers to take secret decisions that
are not open to scrutiny by local people.

L2G'.+ 1/
Prompted by a query from a
local resident, Councillor David
Gulland asked the council why
the Christmas lights in the town
centre were still lit up during
daylight when we’re all meant to
be saving energyC
The council tells us that the new
lamp columns are not fitted with
timers as a standard feature.
The council has looked at
purchasing new timer
technology to conserve energy,
but apparently can’t aDord it.
“This seems like a classic
example of being unwilling to
Hinvest to save’,” says David.

Make sure you get julie and david’s monthly
ROUND-UP OF local issues … and more!
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